
IGNITING YOUR VISION
An Immersive Photography Retreat

Join us on a journey to ignite your creative vision!  Together, we'll 
explore how to see deeply, to visualize, and to bring your vision to life 

in the form of expressive images. This experience will remain with you 
long after the retreat, wherever your camera takes you. 

The pristine waters and expansive tidal flats of Cape Cod offer an ideal 
place to discover, learn, and practice. The vision and skills you build 

here are yours to take anywhere.

We will wander and explore idyllic Cape Cod beaches and 
remarkable tidal flats. EXPRESSIONS Gallery in Chatham will be 

our home for instruction, discussion, and sharing of imagery.

Our schedule has been intentionally designed to overlap with 
evenings when low tide on the Brewster Flats coincides with 

sunset. These are special times not to be missed! 

2027 Dates: 

February 19-22, April 23-26, November 12-15



PHOTOGRAPHING CRAFTING

What crafting  
opportunities exist to 
express my vision?

What digital techniques 
will be most effective?

What composition 
and lens will best 
express my vision?

What photographic 
techniques and 
settings will bring my 
vision to life?

What am I feeling and seeing in this moment?

What is the ‘aboutness’ of an image I am envisioning?

How does the image appear in my mind’s eye?

V I S I O N I N G

This retreat will instill the confidence to visualize your own 
experiences, and the techniques to bring your visions to life.  The 

EXPRESSIONS Visioning Framework, the three-part process we use in 
the field and at the computer, teaches how we move from 

experiencing a scene to fully expressing it.

Visioning, Photographing, and Crafting each carry a short set of 
questions that all lead back to the same idea... what an image is 

about, not just what it's of. Throughout the retreat we will repeatedly 
return to this mindset. Along the way, we'll teach the camera settings 

and crafting techniques for transforming your vision into an 
expressive image.



What You Can Expect

➢ Our photography locations will be the outer beaches of Cape Cod 
and the Brewster Flats.

➢ Instruction, discussion, and image reviews will be held at 
EXPRESSIONS Gallery in Chatham.

➢ Digital camera and iPhone photographers are all welcome!

➢ Each day’s agenda contains components of our Visioning 
Framework: Visioning — seeing and imagining before the camera is 
turned on; Photographing — choosing the composition, lens, and 
camera settings that bring your vision to life; Crafting — our 
Lightroom and Photoshop workflow and methods for expressing it 
fully. 

➢ Instruction will include interactive demonstration of the specific 
techniques we use for crafting our images in Lightroom and 
Photoshop.

➢ The retreat will include extensive image review sessions for 
constructive critique of participant imagery.

We focus entirely on working directly with 
participants, and do not photograph for ourselves 

during the retreat.



RETREAT LEADERS

As Director of EXPRESSIONS Gallery and a 
professional coastal landscape photographer, 

Kristen brings her exceptional teaching abilities 
and community-building expertise to our 

photography community. Kristen specializes in 
abstract photography, often using camera 

movement to create images that evoke water’s 
beauty. She leads our educational programs, and 

creates an environment where members feel 
supported in their creative journey. 

The owner of EXPRESSIONS Gallery on Cape 
Cod and a Brewster resident of over 20 years, 

Steve has spent nearly a decade leading 
popular workshops and mentorship programs 

while developing a deeply personal artistic 
vision rooted in the movements and moods of 

water. An accomplished instructor, speaker, 
and author of three photography books, Steve 
will share not just his techniques but his entire 

approach to imagery as a form of self-
expression, beginning with how he visualizes a 

scene before ever raising the camera.

We're excited to include renowned 
photographer and author Guy Tal as our guest 
speaker during these retreats. Guy brings a rare 

perspective on what it means to work as a 
creative artist. Guy considers his work to be 
expressive art, in the sense that its primary 

purpose is to offer visual metaphors for 
thoughts and feelings, rather than to document 

appearances. His presence adds a special 
dimension that reaches far beyond technique.

Steven Koppel

Kristen Anderson

Guest Speaker: Guy Tal



Cape Cod Immersive Retreat Schedule

Two Weeks Before Retreat 
- Zoom Introduction and Overview

Friday
- Welcome and introductions at 
      EXPRESSIONS Gallery in Chatham
- Presentation / Gallery Walkthrough
- Break / Dinner
- Sunset on the Brewster Flats
     
Saturday
- Sunrise on the Cape’s outer beach
- Image Processing / Technical Help
- Lunch (provided)
- Image Reviews / Discussion
- Break / Dinner
- Sunset on the Brewster Flats

Sunday
- Sunrise on the Cape’s outer beach
- Image Processing Instruction
- Lunch (provided)
- Image Processing / Technical Help
- Presentation
- Break / Dinner
- Sunset on the Brewster Flats

Monday
- Sunrise on the Cape’s outer beach
- Reviews / Discussion
- Closing

Note: This schedule is representative, and we 
will adjust based on conditions and tides



Registration Information

➢ Cost is $1,300, including breakfasts and lunches
➢ Retreat is limited to 10 participants
➢ Click HERE to select a date and register for a session
➢ Signed waiver forms and full payment are due at time of 

registration. 
➢ Preferred payment is via Zelle, sent to 

spkoppel@comcast.net.  Checks can also be made out to 
“Steven Koppel Photography” and sent to 

      PO Box 1668, Brewster MA, 02631
➢ In the need of cancellation, refunds will be made if spots 

are filled (less a $250 administrative fee)

What to Bring

Camera Equipment
➢ Digital camera with lenses, 
      batteries, charger
➢ Tripod
➢ ND filters (6-stop is recommended) 
➢ Rain protector for camera
➢ Cleaning cloths for lenses

Technology
➢ Laptop with image processing 

software installed
➢ Card reader

Clothing
➢ Layers for evenings and early 

mornings on the beach
➢ Rain gear
➢ Waterproof boots / waders

Note: Access to outer Cape beaches will 
require walking up and down moderately 
steep sandy paths.

https://forms.gle/bgQwbBHgxDdNQjQw8
mailto:spkoppel@comcast.net


Special Notes on our February 19-22 Retreat

Winter is one of the most 
extraordinary seasons for 
photography on Cape Cod, with  
dramatic skies, quiet beaches, 
and light unlike any other time of 
year. We have custom designed 
this retreat to reignite creativity 
at exactly the time many 
photographers feel least inspired.

This retreat coincides with a full 
moonrise, including wonderful 
opportunities to photograph the 
moon with moving water as the 
foreground. Specific instruction 
in techniques for photographing 
the magic of moonrise along the 
shore is included.




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8

